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Poly { beta -hydroxy butyric acid), PHB, is extracted from a suspension of bacterial cells by causing the 
cells to flocculate, by pH modification, optionally with heating, and then extracting the PHB from the 
flocculated cells with a suitable extraction solvent. Flocculation of the cells renders subsequent separatic 
of the PHB solution from the cell debris more facile. Preferably lipids are extracted from the flocculated 
cells before contact with the PHB extraction solvent. 
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